Introduced by Council Member Johnson: 

RESOLUTION 2011-128
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2011 AS “FLORIDA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE, WITH THE THEME OF “ENDURANCE UNTIL TRANSFORMATION”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, former President George W. Bush’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health and the 1999 U.S. Surgeon General’s Report on Mental Health both indicate that the nation’s mental health system is fragmented, disorganized, ineffective and in disarray; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville's Mental Health Strategic Plan indicates that its mental health system also suffers the same problems; in fact, it serves less than 20% of those with even the most severe mental illnesses.  Jacksonville has an estimated 62,000 persons with severe mental illnesses, and over 171,000 with a diagnosable mental illness, yet public funding supports services to 
only about 11,000 adults with severe mental illnesses; and


WHEREAS, the rate of individuals with serious mental illnesses in the country’s jails is three to four times that found in the general population; and 


WHEREAS, the Behavioral Network of Northeast Florida has been founded to combat the fragmentation and inefficiencies of the mental health system in our area and to advocate for more equitable, evidence-based, consumer-driven, culturally competent mental health care; and


WHEREAS, the Behavioral Network of Northeast Florida is sponsoring “Florida Behavioral Health Day” on Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at Jacksonville’s Main Library in order to introduce its newest collaborative community effort to transform our system of mental health care into an integrated model with optimal prevention, treatment and recovery services available to the entire community through a person- and family-centered approach; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to express its support for the Behavioral Network of Northeast Florida and its efforts to promote the integration and optimization in the mental health care system; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby declares Wednesday, March 9, 2011 to be “Florida Behavioral Health Day” in Jacksonville with the theme “Endurance Until Transformation” and urges Jacksonville’s citizens to take advantage of the opportunities presented by the Behavioral Health Network of Northeast Florida to become educated about the many issues relating to mental health issues and services in our community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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